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Evidence-based Practice & 
Schools of Social Work

Grady, M.D. (2010). The missing link: The role of social work schools and evidence-based 
practice. Journal of Evidence-Based Social Work, 7(5), 400-411.

This article discusses how schools of social work can better meet the needs of students in learning the tenets 
of evidence-based practice (EBP), and further support the broader social work community in the adoption, 
integration, and sustainability of evidence-based practices in community settings (e.g. mental health, child 
welfare, etc.). 

Scholars from academic institutions have given attention to what occurs within schools of social work and 
how to effectively teach EBP, but little attention has been paid to how schools of social work can provide 
ongoing support to their surrounding communities regarding practitioner adoption and implementation of 
EBP. Schools of social work can play a constructive role through supporting the field using the following 
guidelines for EBP and related strategies: 

This article discusses how schools of social work can better meet the needs of students in learning 
the tenets of evidence-based practice (EBP), and further support the broader social work community 
in the adoption, integration, and sustainability of evidence-based practices in community settings (e.g. 
mental health, child welfare, etc.). 

Convert the need for 
information into an 
answerable question

Be accessible to practitioners  through field education and acting 
as resource by  helping refine practice and evaluation questions so 
they can be more easily searched

Track down with 
maximum efficiency 
the best evidence with 
which to answer that 
question

Provide information and support for useful research methods and 
the location of relevant information (identifying public websites, 
hosting seminars for the public, offering access to university 
libraries)

Critically appraise that 
evidence for its 
validity and usefulness

Help interpret and explain methodologies and results that will 
provide the best/most applicable information for practice (conduct 
trainings, share summaries, develop briefing papers, etc.)

Integrate appraisal with 
practitioner clinical 
expertise & client 
values, preferences, 
clinical circumstances & 
apply results to practice

Enhance participation in  practice-based research and/or carry out 
some of the interventions recommended for implementation or 
adoption within the curriculum; maintain the clinician/ researcher 
model as supported in other disciplines

Evaluate the outcome Offer consultation to agencies interested in evaluating efficacy of 
certain practice, or seminars and workshops on cost effective 
evaluation strategies

Provide clearinghouse 
for practice-based 
research

Showcase social work expertise in user-friendly format on national 
level through clearinghouse where current evidence regarding 
practice research can be easily accessed & searched


